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1.Description 

Session took place at 2ND JOINT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF 
EUCEET AND AECEF (https://euceetaecef2023.unipi.it/). It was held on 
19/20Oct23 at the University of Pisa, Italy at the Le Benedittine 
Conference Center. 
  
The International Conference on “The role of interactive teaching/learning 
approaches in the development of soft skills for Civil Engineering 
Education” was organized under the joint auspices of the Association of 
European Civil Engineering Faculties (AECEF - www.aecef.net) and the 
European Civil Engineering Education and Training Association (EUCEET - 
www.euceet.com). 

Since the Bologna Declaration the Student-Centred Approach has involved 
the development of Interactive Teaching/Learning methodologies. 
Actually, the need for a Green and Digital transition during COVID-years 
requires the development of appropriate soft skills and sensibility of 
future Civil Engineers with respect to so-called SDGs such as: Clean water 
and sanitation, Affordable and clean energy, Industry, Innovation, and 
infrastructures, Sustainable cities and communities, Climate change. 

The Conference offered a scientific base for discussing and comparing 
traditional and innovative Teaching/Learning approaches with special 
concern on soft skill development in the field of Civil Engineering. The 
topics addressed at the Conference were: 

Future-oriented educational concepts in engineering 
Non-traditional laboratories for engineering education 

Impact of climate change in engineering education 
Student-centred learning environments 

The role of education for woman leadership in engineering 

https://euceetaecef2023.unipi.it/


Diversity and inclusion in engineering education 

The Organising Committee was composed by Prof. Francesco Leccese - 
Conference Chair, School of Engineering, University of Pisa, Italy, Prof. 
Jose Turmo - EUCEET President, UPC Barcelona Tech, Barcelona, Spain, 
Prof. Nicolaos Theodossiou - AECEF President, Aristotle University, 
Thessaloniki, Greece, Prof. Diego Carlo Lo Presti - EUCEET Secretary-
General, University of Pisa, Italy and Prof. Alfredo Soeiro - AECEF 
Secretary-General, University of Porto, Portugal. 

2. Participants 

There were 31 registered participants listed below. A photo of the major 
group was taken at Room 1 of the congress center. 
 

1. Prof. Alfredo Soeiro, University of Porto, Porto, Portugal 
2. Prof. Nicolaos Theodossiou, Aristotle University, Thessaloniki, Greece 
3. Prof. Niko Gentile, Lund University, Lund, Sweden 
4. Prof. Roode Liias, Tallinn University of Technology, Tallinn, Estonia 
5. Prof. Prof. Jose Antonio Lozano-Galant, University of Castilla-La   
 Mancha, Ciudad Real, Spain  
6. Prof. José Turmo, Universidad Politecnica de Cataluna, Spain 
7. Prof. Massimiliano Martino, University of Pisa, Italy 
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8. Prof. Tamás Lovas, Budapest University of Technology and Economics,  
 Hungary 
9. Prof. Paola Pulella, University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy 
10. Prof. Diego Lo Presti, University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy 
11. Prof. Juan José Jorquera-Lucerga, Universidad Politécnica de   
 Cartagena, Cartagena, Spain 
12. Prof. Euan Lindsay, Aalborg University, Aalborg, Denmark 
13. Prof. Piotr Berkowski, Wrocław University of Science and Technology,  
 Poland 
14. Prof. Carsten Ahrens, Technical University of Denmark, Denmark 
15. Prof. Michelle Rocca, University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy 
16. Mr. Dirk Bochar, Engineers Europe, Brussels, Belgium 
17. Prof. Filippo Chiarello, University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy 
18. Prof. Henrik Davidsson, Lund University, Lund, Sweden  
19. Prof. Andrea Kindinis, Ecole Supérieure de Travaux Publiques, Paris,  
 France 
20. Prof. Chiara Burattini, University La Sapienza, Roma, Italy 
21. Prof. Francesco Leccese, University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy 
22. Prof. Giacomo Salvadori, University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy 
23. Prof. Ivica Zavrski, University of Zagreb, Croatia 
24. Prof. Cedric D´Mello, City University, United Kingdom 
25. Prof. Alan Kwan, Cardiff University, United Kingdom 
26. Prof. Remigijus Šalna, Vilnius Gediminas Technical University,   
 Lithuania 
27. Prof. Juris Smirnov, Riga Technical University, Latvia  
28. Prof. Francesca Paola Magagnini, University of Pisa, Pisa, Italy 
29. Prof. Jaak Monbaliu, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Leuven, Belgium 
30. Prof. Thibaut Skrzypek, Ecole des Ponts ParisTech, Paris, France 
31. Prof. Paola Foladori, University of Trento, Trento, Italy 
32. Prof. Martins Vilnitis, Riga Technical University, Latvia  

3. Outcomes 

The E4E main dissemination event was the presentation by Mr. Dirk 
Bochar, Secretary General of Engineers Europe on Friday 20Oct23. 
Session was chaired by Prof. Šarūnas Skuodis, Vilnius Tech University, 
Vilnius, Lithuania and by Prof. Massimiliano Martino, University of Pisa, 
Pisa, Italy. It occurred between 9.30h and 10.30h.  

The title of the E4E presentation was “The Importance of Developing and 
Validating the Hidden Credentials of Engineers”. Content of slides is 
presented below. A series of questions from participants and chairs was 
placed discussing several issues like quality of micro-credentials, details 
about E4E project, its relevance for Engineering, the use by companies 



and by faculties and the importance on employability. An E4E A4 flyer 
was distributed personally to each participant. A copy is attached below. 





E4E Press Release AECEF 

AECEF in Brussels for the launch of the “Engineers for Europe” (E4E) project co-funded by 
the Erasmus+ Programme 

AECEF, represented by the president Prof. Nicolaos Theodossiou,, Prof. Cédric D´Mello  and 
Prof. Alfredo Soeiro, have been in Brussels for the meeDngs of the “Engineers for Europe” 
(E4E) project, co-funded by the Erasmus+ programme of the European Union.  

E4E is an Alliance for InnovaDon bringing together 13 partners from eight European 
countries represenDng the different facets of the engineering profession. The E4E project 
has three main pillars of insDtuDon building, strategic foresight and training to sustain the 
compeDDveness of the engineering profession.  

Engineers Europe (ex-FEANI), is the coordinator of the E4E project and will work with partners 
for three years to establish and use the European Engineering Skills Council, idenDfy future 



trends and needs in skills and competences for engineers and develop innovaDve training on 
transversal competences and skills for the profession. 

AECEF will play a crucial role in advising in up-skilling and re-skilling engineers, in 
cooperaDng in educaDon and in training, mainly in the areas of Civil Engineering, while:  

- Assessing the landscape of the engineering profession to idenDfy challenges and 
opportuniDes in ConDnuing Professional Development; 

- ContribuDng to the Skills Strategy of the European Engineering profession 
- Improve Sustainability competences of engineers.  

More informaDon about “Engineers for Europe” and about AECEF are available at 
www.aecef.net and hXps://engineers4europe.eu/. 

http://www.aecef.net
https://engineers4europe.eu/

